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DearMs Williams

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsOctober8 2021meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibitLouisianaDepartmentofHealths LDH SectionofEnvironmental
Epidemiologyand Toxicology SEET fromacceptingdonatedchildrensbooksfromthe
SoutheastLouisianaAreaHealthEducationCenter SELAHEC

FPACTS ROVIDED

LDH SEETisinterestedinengagingchildcareownersandotherearlychildcarestakeholders
intheirChooseSafePlacesforEarlyCareandEducationProgram CSPECE Youwouldlike
todistributechildrensbookstochildcareproviderswhovisitedboothsatconferencesand
othereventsrelatedtoCSPECE Previously SELAHECpartneredwithLDH SEETinJune
2019 whereSELAHECprovidedchildrensbooksforconferenceparticipantswhoattended
LDH SEETsEnvironmentalHealthSymposium SELAHEChasofferedtodonatechildrens
booksforCSPECE eventhoughtheSELAHECprogramthatprovidedbooksinJune2019has
beendiscontinued NoSELAHECemployeesareemployedbyLDH SEETandviceversa

LAW

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservices rendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent or
employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe

ANEQUALOPPORTUNITYEMPLOYER



publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially
affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421123 30 providesthatapublicservant alegalentityinwhichhehasa
controllinginterest ora memberofhisimmediatefamilymaydonateservices movable
property orfundstohisagency Nothinghereinshallbeconstruedtoallowapublicservant
tomakeanappointmentofapersonwhichisotherwiseprohibitedbythisChapter

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
CodedoesnotprohibitLDH SEETfromacceptingdonatedchildrensbooksfromSELAHEC
SELAHECcannotbeaprohibitedsourceforanagency astheagencyisnotapersonorapublic
servant SELAHECisonlyaprohibitedsourceforapublicservantwhoisemployedby
LDH SEETandwhoexercisescontrolorownsinexcessoftwenty fivepercentofSELAHEC
However evenifSELAHECwereaprohibitedsource SELAHECwouldnotbeprohibitedfrom
donatingchildrensbooksfortheCSPECE LDH SEETemployeesshouldtakecarenotto
solicitoracceptgiftsfromSELAHEC inviolationofLa RS 421115

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheLouisianaCodeof
GovernmentalEthics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthan
the Louisiana CodeofGovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct the
LobbyistDisclosureAct andtheconflictofinterestprovisions contained intheLouisiana
GamingControlLaw Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225
219 5600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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